
 

St. Michael  Church 

Parish Mission Statement 
We are a Eucharist-centered community, inspired and guided by the 
Holy Spirit, nourished and strengthened by the sacramental life of the 
Church, who welcomes, accepts and celebrates our unity, as persons 
created in the image and likeness of God. 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

March 3, 2019 

St. Mary Church 

+ PASTOR 

Rev. Ernest Cibelli 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

Rev. Lawrence Adamczyk 

PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. George Limmer 

 

ST. MARY CHURCH, 224 W. Washington St.  

Hagerstown, MD 21740   

 Phone 301-739-0390 

Fax:  301-739-7082 

Email:  church@saintmarysonline.org 

Church website:  www.saintmarysonline.org 

SUNDAY MASSES 

SATURDAY:  5:15PM 

SUNDAY:  7:30AM — 9:30AM — 11:30AM 

5:00PM (EXTRAORDINARY FORM) 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

MONDAY — FRIDAY:  6:30AM 

MON, TUES, WED, THURS, & SAT: 8:30AM 

 

HOLY DAYS — 6:30, 8:30AM, 7:30PM 

VIGIL — 7:30PM 

FIRST FRIDAYS  

6:30AM (SCHOOL YEAR — 10:30AM)  

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

SATURDAY:  11:30AM TO 12 NOON 

4:00 TO 4:45PM 

 

ROSARY:  MONDAY — SATURDAY:  8:00AM  

 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA  

WEDNESDAY 8:00AM 

 

ST. MICHAEL, 31 S. Martin St. 

Clear Spring, MD  21722 

 

SUNDAY MASS:  10:30AM 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE BEFORE MASS 

 

ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

PRINCIPAL:  Patricia A. McDermott 

Phone:  301-733-1184 

Website:  www.stmarycatholicschool.org 

 

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY AT 

ST. MARIA GORETTI CHAPEL 

Child Protective Services 240-420-2222 

This number is manned 24-7 to call for reporting suspect  

child abuse or neglect. 

 

“Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not 

both fall into a pit?”  Luke 6:39-45 

 Pieter Bruegel the Elder 

 Parable of the Blind, detail, 1568   

mailto:church@saintmarysonline.org
http://www.saintmarysonline.org


 

Dear Parishioners, 

Continuing to reflect on how one participates in Mass, especially when certain elements are unfamiliar as 
in the Extraordinary Form for some, I would like to consider the sense of mystery that the Mass communi-
cates. The past two weeks we have looked briefly at two basic concepts: in the Liturgy our minds should 
conform to our voices, and the Liturgy should be prayer. Both of these concepts require active “listening,” 
which means that we pay attention to and reflect on what we are hearing (as well as what we are reading 
to help us follow along) and all those other sacred actions we see or perhaps smell, taste, or touch. 

The sacred actions of the Mass, which encompass things like incense, chant, the Latin language, the pos-
ture of the priest, servers, and people, should help to convey a sense of mystery. Mystery in this sense, as 
you may recall, is not a puzzle to be solved but a “truth we cannot fully understand, but which we firmly 
believe because we have God’s word for it” (Revised Baltimore Catechism, n. 34). I’d like to emphasize that 
these mysteries are not contrary to our ability to understand, it’s just that we can’t understand them fully.  

The sacred actions or ceremonies of the Mass help us both to understand these mysteries (because of their 
beauty and other aspects that are familiar/understandable to us) as well as to acknowledge that there is a 
limit to our understanding (because of what is unfamiliar to us, but also because beauty evokes in us a 
sense that there is more than what meets the eye). 

By way of example, consider the Latin language again. Although there are a handful of people in the world 
who can converse in Latin, most people obviously can’t, so it’s often called a “dead” language. Yet it is still 
the official language of the Church including for the Mass.  

Last week I described how when Mass is in Latin it makes us work a little harder to understand what is be-
ing said and therefore to enter into prayer more deliberately. Thinking about Latin from the perspective of 
“mystery” is similar. There’s a certain amount that we understand, even just because we are reading along 
in English. On the other hand, because we don’t understand it fully, it reminds us that the same is true for 
our understanding of God.  

Moreover, there is a certain beauty to Latin that we can appreciate just by hearing the sound of it. This is 
heightened when it is chanted according to the ancient melodies of the Church, which are themselves re-
flections on the word of God. In fact, many of the texts of the Mass are scriptural, so there is a beauty 
simply because it is God’s word. 

Similar reflections could be offered for things like the chalice veil or tabernacle veil along with kneeling or 
the use of incense, just to name a few. 

Of course, my goal in saying all of this is to help us come to a deeper understanding (to the extent that that 
is possible!), so if you have questions or think I could explain something better, please let me know! You 
can send an email to pastor@saintmarysonline.org or leave me a note in some way if you don’t have email 
– these will help me formulate future reflections. 

May God bless you and keep you in His care, and may the 
Blessed Mother intercede for you, 

Father Cibelli 

P.S. Please see our schedule of events for the Lenten season, including Lenten Fridays, expanded opportu-
nities for Confession, and a special series on prayer! 

Please pray for Edwin Koons, brother of Marian Marshall; and Mary Thea Bradds. 

May they rest in the Peace of Christ! 

mailto:pastor@saintmarysonline.org


 

Day      Date     Mass        Intention  

Monday            3/4         6:30   Vicki Wood 
                    8:30   Chris Doyle 
   

Tuesday           3/5  6:30   Anthony Elia 
       8:30   Jose Thattil 
 

Wednesday      3/6 6:30   Jackie Swarner 
 8:30   Edwin Koons 
 10:30  St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s Parishioners 
 6:30pm  Mark Weir 
 

Thursday         3/7       6:30   Susan Ann Farrell 
        8:30   Vocations to the Priesthood 
 

Friday              3/8       6:30   All the Souls in Purgatory and Healing within the Church 
   6:00pm  Moody Wharam 
      

Saturday          3/9          8:30   Francis Ritchick   
          5:15   Ish Biddle  
               

Sunday            3/10       7:30   Bridget A. Mikendrick 
            9:30   Donald Sterling 
       11:30   In Honor of St. Joseph 
         5:00   Special Intentions of Jim Gorman 

St. Michael  3/10        10:30am  St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s Parishioners   

St. Mary Church Holy Mass Intentions March 4— 10, 2019       

Sunday      3/3     Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Sir 27:4-7 / 1 Cor 15:54-58 / Lk 6:39-45 
Monday     3/4      St Casimir 
    Sir 17:20-24 /  Mk 10:17-27 
Tuesday     3/5     Weekday  Shrove Tuesday 
      Sir 35:1-12 / Mk 10:28-31 
Wed.          3/6      Ash Wednesday  
      Jl 2:12-18 / 2 Cor 5:20-6:2 / Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thurs.       3/7       Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 
     Dt 30:15-20 / Lk 9:22-25 
Friday       3/8       St John of God, Religious 
    Is 58:1-9 / Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday   3/9       St Francis of Rome, Religious 
    Is 58:9b-14 / Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday    3/10     First Sunday of Lent 
    Dt 26:4-10 / Rom 10:8-13 / Lk 4:1-13 
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St. Michael’s Church  

Clear Spring, MD 
 

During Lent Stations of the Cross 

are on Friday at 6PM followed by a  

potluck supper. 

Children  ages pre-school to 5th Grade.  

We need readers, and participants  to hold objects and 

lanterns for our  annual  

Children’s Stations of the Cross.   

Friday,  March 8th,  7:30- 8 pm.    

Please meet  in the Msgr. Passarelli Dining Hall 

for a brief  practice at 6:45pm.   

Questions?  Contact Mary McNeil  301 582 3752  



 

Stewardship            St. Michael’s 

Stewardship                 St. Mary’s 

2/24/2019   Attendance     781       
  

Offertory     $9,180.22 
Online Giving    $3,511.87 
Total        $12,692.09    
 
            

Total Amount Needed** $18,727  
**This is the amount of weekly collec-

tion that would allow St. Mary to 
break even for fiscal year 2019  

 
                

Poor Box $132.53 
School Sup.     $ 50.00  
Other    $50.00 

2/24/2019    Attendance       
  
 

Offertory    $531.74 
 

 Total Amount Needed** $658 
*This is the amount of weekly collec-
tion that would allow St. Michael to 

break even for fiscal year 2019  

The St. Vincent de 
Paul Society –  

Anyone experiencing 
a hardship is  

encouraged to  
contact the SVdP 

Help Line for 
 assistance –  

301-739-0390  
ext 124. 

Your contributions 
to the poor box are  

 appreciated!  
 

Called to Greatness Youth Group 

All 9th—12th graders are welcome!  

Upcoming events: 

March 1st: CtG Meeting, 7:00pm—9:00pm 

March 15th: CtG Lenten Soup Supper 

Looking Ahead: 

July 12th—14th, 2019:  Steubenville Youth Conference 
 

“The world offers you comfort. But you were not made for comfort.  
You were made for greatness.”  Benedict XVI 

Perpetual Adoration Chapel  
St. Maria Goretti High School 

Current hours needed: 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel  
St. Maria Goretti High School, 
Current hours needed: 
Monday:          5am, 9am, 12Noon 
Tuesday:          5am 
Wednesday:    5am 
Friday:              1am, 5am 
Saturday:         4am, 5am, 3pm, 6pm,  
Sunday:           3am, 12Noon,  
Signup:             adorationpro.org/annmd  
Contact:           Mr./Mrs. Ott 301-739-4167 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE:  Spring 2019 campaign begins on Ash 

Wednesday, March 6, and ends on Palm Sunday, April 14.   

With the abortion industry aggressively working to expand late-term 

abortion and infanticide everywhere, the first–and most important–thing 

we should do is pray. God is faithful, and He will use your faithful prayer 

vigil presence in front of the local abortion facility at 160 W. Washington 

St. to save the lives of the most innocent among us, the preborn children, 

and their mothers from a lifetime of regret.  We do not attempt to cover 

with our presence the entire 24 hours/day, 7 days per week of the 40 days 

campaign; but is it too much to ask of every one of us (who is physically 

capable) that we put our faith in action and come to pray in front of this 

facility, even for a few minutes, at least once during the 2 days each 

week this place performs abortions?  Former abortion workers have stat-

ed that the more people who are praying in front of the facility absolutely 

impacts the number of women who go through with their abortion.  Our 

prayerful presence at the site sends a powerful message to the community 

about the tragic reality of abortion (many people stop and tell us they did 

not even know what happens here!).  It also serves as a call to repentance 

for those who work at the abortion center and those who patronize the 

facility.  See Right to Life notice in bulletin for more details on the dates 

the facility is open. 

Right to Life: -- There's an abortion 
facility in Hagerstown at 160 W. Wash-
ington St, Suite 100, just 3 doors from 
St. Mary Church, and there's a serious 
need for adults and children to be there 
praying for a change of mind of those 
entering.  There's an opportunity for 
sidewalk counseling if you're comforta-
ble doing that, but first, prayer at the site 
is very powerful.  Volunteers are need-
ed 2 days each week from 9 to 11 
AM:   
 

every Thurs & every other Tues from 
9 to 11 AM;  

every other Sat from 9 to 11 AM.   
Open Tues,  March 12 & 26;  

Thurs, March 7 and 14; 
Sat. March 9 & 23 

 

We also need another "shift" to stay un-
til the women come out after the abor-
tion so we can provide some help. 
Please email Janet Neel 
dneel@myactv.net . 

http://adorationpro.org/annmd
mailto:dneel@myactv.net


 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship of Maryland’s 22nd Annual Conference 

Saturday, March 23, 2019 

St. Joseph: Father – Protector – Provider 

Becoming a Great Man of God 

8 am - 3 pm (7 am coffee and donuts) – Lunch included – $50 (students $25) 

St. Joseph Catholic Church - Fullerton, MD (Baltimore County) 

Featured Presenters: Father Peter Cameron, O.P., Stephen K. Ray, Fr. Charles Canterna 

Closing Mass with Archbishop William E. Lori, Celebrant 

Visit www.catholicmensfellowship.com for agenda and registration through Eventbrite 

Text or call Kevin Beck for any questions or for carpooling – (301) 331-7009 

March 16. K of C St Patrick's Day 
Dinner Dance 

 Saturday, March 16 from 6pm to 10pm 
at the Council Hall on Leitersburg Pike.  

 Cost is adults $20, kids 12 & under $6. 
Contact Fred Nugent for tickets at 

frednugent@myactv.net  

St. Patrick’s Day Concert  
at the Seton Shrine. 

We welcome everyone to see The Morning 
Star, a regional Ir ish music band, in concer t 
at the Shrine. They play traditional Irish music 
using a harp, fiddle and flute. Tickets are $5/
adults, $3 for youth ages 7-18 and free for 
children ages six and under. Get tickets 
online at setonshrine.org or by phone at 301-
447-6606. The Seton Shrine is located at 339 
South Seton Avenue in Emmitsburg, MD. 

Pre-School Story Time — Please join us at St. Mary Catholic School for Pre-School Story time!  This is a 

great chance for your child to hear some wonderful stories and meet new friends. Mrs. Jeanie Stark will be 

reading the children a new book each month. An activity and snack related to the story will be provided. There 

is no charge for this event and it lasts about 30 minutes. (Children ages 3-5 are invited, and parents/guardians 

will stay with the children during story time.)  Monday, March 11, 2019 — 12:10 - 12:40 p.m. — March's 

book is "The Hat" by Jan Brett 
Registration is required no later than March 4, 2019. No late reservations accepted due to limited spaces. 
*Adults will need to present a valid ID, such as driver's license, to be scanned into our visitor management system. 

SAVE THE DATE: April story time is scheduled for Monday, April 8, 2019 from 12:10 - 12:40 p.m. 
 

Spring Open House 

Are you considering a Catholic education for your child? Please join us Sunday, March 24, 2019 from 2:00 - 

4:00 p.m. to meet with Faculty & Staff, chat with current students and take a tour  of St. Mary Catholic 

School. Light refreshments will be served! 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Retreats at the Seton Shrine for Lent.  

This Lent, include a retreat at the Seton Shrine as part 

of your observance. The first, called Foundations for 

the Spiritual Life, is on March 15 from 9-3:30pm, and 

will be led by Brother Thomas Mary of Jesus, Er. 

Carm., of the Hermits of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 

The retreat has three meditations based on the teach-

ings of Carmelite mystics. The second on March 29 

has a theme of Friends of the Cross, and will be led by 

Shrine Chaplains Fr. Daniel Mentasana IVE and Fr. 

Ted Trinko IVE. It will have meditations based on the 

teachings of St. Louis de Monfort. Both retreats in-

clude time for private prayer, Confession, Eucharistic 

Adoration, and Mass. Both are geared toward adults, 

but youth are welcome to participate. Each one is $35/

person, and includes lunch. To attend, register at se-

tonshrine.org/retreats. The Seton Shrine is located at 

339 South Seton Avenue in Emmitsburg, MD. 

http://www.catholicmensfellowship.com/
http://www.catholicmensfellowship.com/
mailto:frednugent@myactv.net


 

 Ask the Priest — 

 

Father, 

  What exactly does it mean when a priest is “defrocked”?  Is he still bound to his priestly vows, or is he 

just banned from celebrating Mass and all?  Can he hypothetically get married? 

 

        “Defrocked,” means to lose one’s frock (the distinctive loose fitting garb worn by monks or priests).  

Technically, the proper term is “dismissed from the clerical state” and it has many layers of understanding. 

First, The Catechism of the Catholic Church (#1582) states “As in the case of Baptism and Confir-

mation this share in Christ's office is granted once for all. The sacrament of Holy Or-

ders, like the other two, confers an indelible spiritual character and cannot be repeated 
or conferred temporarily.”   Therefore, once a man is ordained a priest, he is “a priest forever.”  Some-

times it is said that the priest is “laicized” giving the impression that he is no longer a priest and returns be-

coming a member of the laity.  This term is a misunderstanding of the nature of the Sacrament of Holy Or-

ders.  The Code of Canon Law #1583 states “It is true that someone validly ordained can, for a just reason, be 

discharged from the obligations and functions linked to ordination, or can be forbidden to exercise them; but 

he cannot become a layman again in the strict sense, because the character imprinted by ordination is forev-

er. the vocation and mission received on the day of his ordination mark him permanently.” And yet, Canon 

Law (#986.2) “In urgent necessity, any confessor is obliged to hear the confessions of the Christian faithful, 

and in danger of death, any priest is so obliged.”  A priest who has been “dismissed from the clerical state”  

does not have the faculty to regularly hear confessions.  However, the salvation of souls is the Church’s #1 

priority, therefore, the Code of Canon Law, gives to any validly ordained priest the faculty (i.e. permission) to 

validly absolve a dying penitent.  When a priest is ordained the bishop gives him “faculties” to celebrate the 

sacraments.  Some sacraments require special permission, or faculties, for them to be valid.  For instance, a 

priest needs the proper faculty for a marriage to be valid.  To grant absolution in the Sacrament of Confession 

a priest must have the proper “faculties.”  Any ordained priest may celebrate Mass validly, if however, he 

lacks the permission of the bishop the Mass is highly illicit (not lawful) and the priest commits grave disobe-

dience.  When a man is ordained, he enters into a “marriage of sorts” with the bishop.  The diocese, or the 

religious order, promises certain things (food, shelter, the distinguishing marks of a priest or religious, etc.) 

and the man promises certain things (praying the Liturgy of the Hours, celebrating the sacraments, etc.)  

When a priest, or religious, is dismissed from the clerical state the promises and privileges on both sides of 

the agreement are ended.  However, because the promise to celibacy is a separate promise it is not automati-

cally dispensed with dismissal from the clerical state.  The releasing from the vow of celibacy requires a to-

tally different canonical process as is stated in Canon 291 “Apart from the case mentioned in canon 290, n. 1, 

loss of the clerical state does not entail a dispensation from the obligation of celibacy, which only the Roman 

Pontiff grants.”  
 

“Ask The Priest” is a continuing feature of the Bulletin.  If you have a question regarding the Catholic faith, 

please place your question in the box on the back table. 

On Ash Wednesday, there will be no Wednesday Morning Adult Catechism.  We will continue next 
Wednesday, March 13, at 10:30 am in the Conference Room.  Bring you questions about the faith for dis-
cussion. 
 

During Lent, the Friday night Bible Study will be on hiatus because of the Friday night Lenten Activi-
ties.  Join us on the Friday after Easter (April 26th) as we resume our study of the Sunday Mass reading at 
7 pm in the Conference Room. 



PRAYER ONLY. NO BUSINESS.

The Office of Respect Life invites you to a:

Saturday, March 16, 2018 | 9am-3pm 
St. Paul Catholic Church 

3755 St. Paul St. Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Saturday Mass and Confession available 

Registration fee: $15  (RSVP by March 14th) 
Pay on Eventbrite or send checks to 

Office of Respect Life 320 Cathedral St. Balt., MD 21201

Guest speaker: 
Fr. Alban Baker, CRNJ 

Of The Canons Regular of 
the New Jerusalem 

www.canonsregular.com

 Day of Recollection 
and Prayer

Celebrant & Homilist: 
Msgr. James Farmer 
Archdiocesan Respect Life 
Committee Chaplain 
Pastor, Church of St. Thomas More


