
 

St. Michael  Church 

Parish Mission Statement 
We are a Eucharist-centered community, inspired and guided by the 
Holy Spirit, nourished and strengthened by the sacramental life of the 
Church, who welcomes, accepts and celebrates our unity, as persons 
created in the image and likeness of God. 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 9, 2018 

St. Mary Church 

+ PASTOR 

Rev. Ernest Cibelli 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

Rev. Lawrence Adamczyk 

PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. George Limmer 

 

ST. MARY CHURCH, 224 W. Washington St.  

Hagerstown, MD 21740   

 Phone 301-739-0390 

Fax:  301-739-7082 

Email:  church@saintmarysonline.org 

Church website:  www.saintmarysonline.org 

SUNDAY MASSES 

SATURDAY:  5:15PM 

SUNDAY:  7:30AM — 9:30AM — 11:30AM 

5:00PM (EXTRAORDINARY FORM) 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

MONDAY — FRIDAY:  6:30AM 

MON, TUES, WED, THURS, & SAT: 8:30AM 

 

HOLY DAYS — 6:30, 8:30AM, 7:30PM 

VIGIL — 7:30PM 

FIRST FRIDAYS  

6:30AM (SCHOOL YEAR — 10:30AM)  

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

SATURDAY:  11:30AM TO 12 NOON 

4:00 TO 4:45PM 

 

ROSARY:  MONDAY — SATURDAY:  8:00AM  

 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA  

WEDNESDAY 8:00AM 

 

ST. MICHAEL, 31 S. Martin St. 

Clear Spring, MD  21722 

 

SUNDAY MASS:  10:30AM 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE BEFORE MASS 

 

ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

PRINCIPAL:  Patricia A. McDermott 

Phone:  301-733-1184 

Website:  www.stmarycatholicschool.org 

 

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY AT 

ST. MARIA GORETTI CHAPEL 

For info, call 301-739-4167 

Child Protective Services 240-420-2222 

This number is manned 24-7 to call for reporting suspect  

child abuse or neglect. 

 

 

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, pro-
claiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. (Luke 3:1-6)   

El Greco, St. John the Baptist circa 1600- 1605 

mailto:church@saintmarysonline.org
http://www.saintmarysonline.org


 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

FORMED.org 
I mentioned in my homily last Sunday an exciting new opportunity to help each of us grow in our understanding of the 
Faith. Thanks to a generous donation by the Pangborn Council of the Knights of Columbus, every member of our 
community now has access to a great online resource called FORMED.org. FORMED provides an impressive number 
of video, audio, and e-book resources directly to your phone or computer that cover just about any topic you can imag-
ine on the Catholic Faith. They are high quality and very engaging from some of the most prominent names in solid 
catechesis today (and from the past too!) such as Edward Sri, Fr. Mike Schmitz, and Bishop Fulton Sheen. It’s often 
described as “Catholic Netflix”! I’ll be highlighting specific series or individual programs that are especially worth 
checking out. To get started, I suggest you check out the daily Advent reflections – we’re a week in, but there’s still 
time to catch up! See the last page of this bulletin for how to create your own personal account. 
 

Pastoral Council 
At the end of October I invited you to nominate members for the 2019-2020 Pastoral Council (two year term). We re-
ceived a number of great nominations, and those that we received before the deadline we followed up with a personal 
conversation to assess interest. It turns out that after following up with those nominated, we had just the right number 
of members for the council. On account of this, it would not make a lot of sense to have an election as there wouldn’t 
be much of a choice. Further, the pastor is able to make appointments to the Council. Therefore, after the above pro-
cess joined with prayerful discernment, I would like to appoint the following to the new pastoral council (in alphabeti-
cal order): 
  

John Chambers (St. Michael’s), Tom Donnelly, Jeff Downin, Mary McNeil (returning), Rhonda O’Malley (returning, 
outgoing president), Jeff Ortiz (returning, interim vice-president), Emma Ortiz (youth rep), Dan Taylor (returning, 
president), Eric Schleigh, Tammy Shultz, Mike Swarner, Anthony Wolters (young adult rep), Jacob Wysopal. 
 

I hope that each of you will recognize at least one of the names on this list and feel comfortable sharing any thoughts, 
concerns, or hopes you have for the community. But if you don’t, we will publish the meeting schedule so that you can 
feel free to attend a meeting! 
 

Allow me thank all of the above members and all who have served the past few years for their counsel. While this is 
an advisory board, I take the Council’s advice very seriously, as I do the advice from the School Board and Finance 
Committee. A special word of thanks to Rhonda O’Malley for serving as the council president. Rhonda has put in 
countless hours of behind the scenes work - I am especially grateful! 
 

Security Committee 
The security committee has had its first meeting and is working on implementing some procedures to help increase the 
safety of our campus. If you have any official background in law enforcement or similar (current or retired), please let 
us know if you are willing to lend a hand. Please email Mike McCoy, business manager, at mmc-
coy@saintmarysonline.org. 
 

Saturday, December 15 
On December 15, Deacon Robert Katafiasz will be ordained a priest in the Basilica of the Assumption in Baltimore. I 
know this is a busy time of year, but I would still like to invite you to join Fr. Larry and me for the Ordination Mass. 
Please note that because both Fr. Larry and I will be there for the Mass, we will be canceling the 8:30 am Mass and 
11:30 confessions that day (Saturday, December 15). 
 

Lighting our Christmas Trees 
Also on December 15, immediately after the 5:15pm Mass we will light our outdoor Christmas Tree in the garden area 
between the church and school. On Sunday, December 16, after the 7:30 am Mass we will light the Christmas Tree at 
Fatima Hall. Both will be accompanied by a very short blessing. Also on December 16, some of our CCD students will 
present a living nativity scene immediately after the 9:30 Mass. These are all short but great ways to keep our prepara-
tion for Christmas prayerful and focused on “the reason for the season.” If you can stick around for a few extra 
minutes, please join us!  
 

Opportunities for Confessions 
As I mentioned last week, we will offer confessions every night of the week from December 17-21. There will be at 
least one priest available from Tuesday, December 18 to Friday December 21 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm, while on Monday 
there will be the regional penance service at St. Ann’s (1525 Oak Hill Ave, Hagerstown, MD 21742), starting at 7:00 
pm. Please call or email the office with any questions. This is one of the most important preparations we can make for 
Christmas! 

 

May God bless you and keep you in His care, and may the Blessed 
Mother intercede for you, 

 

Father Cibelli 



 

Day      Date Mass       Intention  
 

Monday          12/10       6:30  Gene Eakle 
                    8:30  Stanley Raymond 
Tuesday          12/11  6:30  Luz Maria Rivera 
                    8:30  Dr. Charles Spencer 

Wednesday     12/12  6:30         The Desires of Two Hearts   
       8:30  Christopher Tengey 
              

Thursday        12/13  6:30  Charles C. Spencer 
   8:30  Special Intentions of Maria Axline 
               

Friday             12/14    6:30  Special Intentions of Gary Smith and Family 
                    

Saturday         12/15       8:30  Suzie Aidoo 
     5:15  William Hudson, Jr. 
               

Sunday            12/16       7:30  Bridget McKendrick   
            9:30  Lynn Mavilia 
       11:30  Luz Maria Rivera 
                                         5:00pm St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s Parishioners 
 

St. Michael  12/16      10:30am Bernard Moleskie, Sr. 

St. Mary Church Holy Mass Intentions December 10 — 16, 2018       

Sunday      12/9  Second Sunday of Advent 
    Bar 5:1-9 / Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 / Lk 3:1-6 
Monday     12/10  Advent Weekday 
    Is 35:1-10 / Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday     12/11  Advent Weekday St Damascus I, Pope 
    Is 40:1-11 / Mt 18:12-14 
Wed.          12/12  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
    Zec 2:14-17 / Lk 1:26-38 
Thurs.        12/13  St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
    Is 41:13-20 / Mt 11:11-15 
Friday        12/14  St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
    Is 48:17-19 / Mt 11:16-19 
Sat.             12/15  Advent Weekday 
    Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 / Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday      12/16  Third Sunday of Advent 
    Zep 3:14-18a / Phil 4:4-7 / Lk 3:10-18 

Readings for December 9 — 16  2018    

Please: 

 Because checking in all the gifts, to make sure that each child is 

taken care of, is time consuming, we ask you to bring your gift to church 

on any day and put it around the advent wreath, or drop it off during 

the week at the parish office (8AM-3:30PM), or bring it to Sunday 

Mass on the weekend of Dec 15 and 16. 

So, to insure that each child has his or her gift, will you please be on time with your gift? The gifts 

will be delivered on December 18. Thank you for your help!! 

The CCD 
School of 
Religion’s  

annual  
Advent 

Mass will be 
held  

Sunday,  
December 
16 at the  
9:30 AM 

Mass. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpng.pngtree.com%2Felement_origin_min_pic%2F16%2F11%2F10%2F2158247bb35933f.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpngtree.com%2Ffreepng%2Fchristmas-present_1654497.html&docid=wWhPFSED2tt0pM&tbnid=hpVQJBZhC6nKeM%3A&v


 

Stewardship                 St. Michael’s 

Stewardship                 St. Mary’s 

12/2/2018           Attendance  786
     

Offertory  $9,152.34 
Online Giving  $3,928.20 
Total $13,080.54             

Total Amount Needed** $18,727  
**This is the amount of weekly collection that 
would allow St. Mary to break even for fiscal 

year 2019  
                

Poor Box  $135.02  
Christmas Flowers $1,687.66 
School Support $231.00 
All Souls  $504.00 

12/2/2018           Attendance 42
   

Offertory  $660.00 
Christmas Flowers $70.00 
        

 Total Amount Needed** $658 
*This is the amount of weekly collection that 

would allow St. Michael to break even for fiscal 
year 2019  

Perpetual Adoration Chapel  
St. Maria Goretti High School 

Current hours needed: 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel  
St. Maria Goretti High School, 
Current hours needed: 
 
Monday:          9am, 12Noon 
Tuesday:         11pm 
Wednesday:    12am,  
Thursday:        12Midn, 3am 
Friday:              1am, 5pm, 11pm 
Saturday:         3pm, 5pm,  
Sunday:           12Noon, 11pm 
Signup:             adorationpro.org/annmd  
Contact:           Mr./Mrs. Ott 301-739-
4167 
Key card:         St. Ann, Donna Louzon,  
                         301-733-0410 x10 
                         dlouzon@stannchurch.co

Right to Life: -- There's an abortion 
facility in Hagerstown at 160 W. Wash-
ington St, Suite 100, just 3 doors from 
St. Mary Church, and there's a serious 
need for adults and children to be there 
praying for a change of mind of those 
entering.  There's an opportunity for 
sidewalk counseling if you're comforta-
ble doing that, but first, prayer at the site 
is very powerful.  Volunteers are needed 
2 days each week:   
every Thursday and every other Tues-

day from 9 to 11 AM; every other  
Saturday from 8 to 11 AM.   

Open Tuesday, December 18;  
Thursday, December 13, 20, and 27;  
and Saturday, December 15 and 29.  

 
We also need another "shift" to stay un-
til the women come out after the abor-
tion so we can provide some help. Please 
email Janet Neel dneel@myactv.net . 

Called to Greatness Youth Group 
All 9th—12th graders are welcome! 

Upcoming events: 
December 21st: CtG Meeting, 7:00pm      
Looking Ahead: 
July 12th—14th, 2019: Steubenville Youth  
           Conference 

“The world offers you comfort. But you were not 
made for comfort. You were made for greatness.”   

Benedict XVI 

 
 
 
Society of St. 
Vincent de 

Paul —  
Anyone  

experiencing a 
hardship is  

encouraged to 
contact the  

Society of St. 
Vincent de 

Paul Help Line 
for  

assistance  
(301-739-0390 

ext. 124). 
 Your 

 contributions to 
the poor box are 

appreciated!  

We are taking at least one bus to the annual March for 
Life again this year.  We have had a hard time getting 
tickets for the youth Mass but participants will receive a 
ticket on a first come first serve basis.  The March takes 
place on January 18, 2019.  The bus will leave at 5:45 
am and return around 7:00pm.  There is no cost bit 
we do take a donation for the bus and the driver.  Please 
register by calling with number attending and email / 
phone numbers to Todd Anderson at 301- 491-4881 or 
email hagerstownhomeseller@gmail.com or contact 
Bebhinn Rowland at Saint Mary youth office 301-739-
0390 x128 or browland@saintmarysonline.org.  If you 
decide that you cannot make it, please call back to allow 
someone else to go. 

http://adorationpro.org/annmd
mailto:dlouzon@stannchurch.com
mailto:dneel@myactv.net
mailto:hagerstownhomeseller@gmail.com
mailto:browland@saintmarysonline.org


 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Attention Parishioners: 
The St. Mary Parish is in need of a few volunteers 
to assist in offertory counting on Monday morn-
ings. The time frame is usually between 8:00 am to 
10:30 am, once per month. Basic skills include bill 
counting, adding checks and cash, and use of a 10-
key adding machine. Confidentiality is also re-
quired. If you are interested in serving the Lord and 
St. Mary in this manner, please contact the St. 
Mary business manager, Mike McCoy, at 301-739-
0390 x114, or mmccoy@stmarysonline.org. The 
Parish will be eternally grateful for volunteering 
your time and talent! 

Gingerbread  
Decorating Party   
St. Joseph Riggie Hall  
17630 Virginia Ave  Hag 
MD 
Saturday, December 15, 2018  
12 Noon, 1PM, 2PM, 3PM  
reservations available    
RSVP to 301-797-9445 ext 201 by Dec. 12 
$25 per family for gingerbread house      
$30 per family for Gingerbread Nativity 

SCHOOL NEWS    ——— GOOD SAMS 
Each month our St. Mary Catholic School students 
are recognized for exhibiting excellent service, 
attitude, and manners. Also, each tr imester  stu-
dents are taught about a specific PBIS / value 
GOOD SAM vir tue. For  tr imester  1, students 
have learned about how service is our responsibil-
ity using the story in Matthew 25:40. Our Novem-
ber student honorees are: 
K Leo Ortiz  5th Miles Campbell 

1st Kaeli Schooley 6th Madeline Mercurio-Vitulli 

2nd Brystol Wilkinson 7th Mackenzie O'Berry 

3rd Mia Johnson 8th Erica Weaver 

4th Emma Haren 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

There will be a group of pa-

rishioners gathering to sing 

Christmas Carols on 12/15/18 

at 9:45 AM in front of the 

abortion facility (160 Wash-

ington St).  I was wondering 

if you can put a little write up 

under the Respect Life section in the bulletin for 

this weekend.  You can put my contact information 

down if anyone has questions (301-748-5328).  We 

will also be praying the Rosary at 9:00 outside the 

facility. 

St. Louis Divine Mercy Prayer Group is sponsoring an 

event with Dr. Scott Hahn,  The event will be held at St. 

Louis Church in Clarksville, on December 15, 2018 

from 9-11:30 am.   

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 24, 2018 Tuesday, December 25, 2018 

Christmas Eve Mass Christmas Mass 

No 6:30 or 8:30 am Mass 12:00 am (St. Mary’s) EF, High Mass) 

4:30 pm (St. Mary’s) 7:30 am (St. Mary’s) 

7:00 pm (St. Mary’s) 9:30 am (St. Mary’s) 

7:30 pm (St. Michael’s) 11:30 am (St. Mary’s) 

Monday. December 31, 2018 Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

Mary Mother of God, Anticipated Mass Mary Mother of God 

No 6:30 am or 8:30 am Mass 7:30 am (St. Mary’s, EF, Low Mass) 

5:15 pm (St. Mary’s) 9:30 am (St. Mary’s) 

 11:30 am (St. Mary’s) 

mailto:mmccoy@stmarysonline.org


 

Father, 
 We pray. “Oh Mary, conceived without sin.”  Does this mean anyone who has conceived has sinned? 
 
 We are dealing with several issues in this question.  The first is grammatical.  The prayer “Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin” is really in the passive voice.  Therefore, it would be much more precise to pray “Oh Mary, WHO WAS 
conceived without sin.”  The ‘who was” makes it much clearer that we are talking about an action that was done to 
Mary (passive voice), rather than something Mary did (active voice).  So, the direct answer to the questions is “No, one 
does not sin in the act of conception.” 
 Our sexual nature has had a history of being viewed as something that is sinful or, at least, not virtuous.  This is 
far from the Truth.  One of St. John Paul II’s contributions to Catholic theology has been his “Theology of the Body.”  
From the Book of Genesis up to understanding to today’s modern problems, St. John Paul shows us how the proper use 
of our sexuality brings us closer to God.  It is contraception that is sinful; refusing to be open to the creation of new life.  
Conception is a grace-filled moment in which we share in God’s creative power. 
 So what does it mean to say that Mary was conceived without sin?  When God created Adam and Eve, they 
were sinless and in perfect harmony with God.  After Adam and Eve sinned by eating the forbidden fruit, they lost all 
the wonderful gifts that God had given them, except the gift of marriage.  Since we are the sons and daughters of Adam 
and Eve, we have inherited the guilt of that first original sin.  So everyone who is conceived, (passive voice) inherits 
Original Sin from Adam and Eve.  Mary, because she was to give birth to Jesus, the Second Person of the Blessed Trin-
ity, was preserved from all taint of the stain of Original Sin by a “prevenient” grace, so that she could provide a holy 
and immaculate womb for God to become incarnate.  Therefore, we say that Mary was conceived without sin in the 
womb of St. Anne, her mother.  The Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception does not refer to St. Anne or the Jesus but 
to Mary’s conception.  Not only is there no sin in the act of conception, but also Mary was preserved from any trace of 
original sin which is passed to every human being because of the sin of Adam and Eve. 
 
“Ask The Priest” is a continuing feature of the Bulletin.  If you have a question regarding the Catholic faith, please 
place your question in the box on the back table. 

                      PRACTICES ARE STARTING FOR THE 

                                   4:30  CHRISTMAS     EVE   MASS!! 

THIS PROGRAM IS OPEN TO ALL YOUTH! 

WE NEED YOUNG PEOPLE OF ALL AGES TO PARTICIPATE TO MAKE THIS  

BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT A SUCCESS!! 
THE PRACTICE SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

Sunday, December 9th 12:30-2:00 

In PANGBORN HALL 

Sunday, December 16st 12:30-2:00 

In PANGBORN HALL 

 Sunday, December 23rd  6:00-8:00pm 

In the Church 

We will meet in the school at 3:00pm on 

 Monday, December 24th. 
Practice times and locations subject to change Contact Teresa Maloney-Smith at 301-992-5814 

or simplyteresa@hotmail.com with any questions! 

Please come to the Religious Articles Store for your free Christmas 

cards and all your Advent and Christmas needs! 

mailto:simplyteresa@hotmail.com


Has Purchased a Gift For You

Enjoy a free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online  
gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place!

formed.org

With FORMED, you can:
•  Prepare for Sunday Mass by watching an insightful five-minute video by  
   renowned Catholic teachers
•  Enjoy a movie with your family that is both nourishing and entertaining
•  Enrich your marriage with the award winning video series Beloved: Finding  
    Happiness in Marriage
•  Help your children grow in character and embrace the beauty and wonder  
    of the Faith

FORMED provides amazing content 24/7 for you to grow in your faith.
It’s FREE and EASY to Register!
• Go to
• Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired password
• You’re all ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
 We recommend you start with

®

formed.org
formed.org

	[enter your parish name here]: The Knights of Columbus
	[enter your custom FORMED URL here]: saintmarysonline.formed.org
	[“enter title”]: Journey Through Advent


