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Lord, surround these children with goodness, lead them in Your light each day; 

Help them walk the path You’ve chosen, guide their steps along the way… 

Teach them, Lord, to trust your wisdom with a faith forever new; 

Keep them from all harm, and bless them with your grace and gladness, too. 

Welcome 2019 Baptisms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan, daughter of Jeffrey and Jacqueline Merritt 

Bernadette Maryellen, daughter of Michael and Jennifer Smith 

Beckett Alexander, son of Nathan and Veronica Zawie 

Amira V., daughter of George and Christina Butler 

Vladmyre Justin, son of Sean and Joyce Martz 

Julian Taylor, son of Brock and Zoe Penn 

Riley, daughter of Gabriel and Kimberly Freda 

Gavin Raines, son of Douglas and Kasey Barton 

Leo Silas, son of Brian and Teresa Kenoyer 

Temesgen Petros, son of Petros and Merhawit Kahsay 

Cora Noelle, daughter of Ryan and Megan Foster 

Bailee Paige, daughter of Christopher and Maureen Ramos 

Ethan Patrick, son of Albert and Tracy Evans 

Gerrit John, son of Mitchell and Rose Wolters 

Jania Karina, daughter of Juan and Candy Alvarado Baez 

Alexis Marie, daughter of Christopher and Shelley Hawbaker 

Wyatt Jackson, son of Brian and Danielle Bloom 

Felicity Cecilia, daughter of Jason and Abigail Kibler 

Navy James, daughter of Corey and Audreanna Lebedda 

Sarah Faith, daughter of Robert and Amanda Barnhart 

Nikolas Leo, son of Matthew and Katherine Stone 
 

St. Michael Church 

Adley May, daughter of Garrett and Hannah Hamby  

Harley Rielle, daughter of Mark and Andrea Allen 



Extraordinary 
Potluck 

 

Join your fellow parishioners after the  
Extraordinary Form Mass  

for an extraordinary potluck!  
All are invited! 

 
 

 Sunday, January 19th  
 After the 5:00pm Mass 

 Please bring a dish to share 
 Food may be dropped off in Fatima Hall  

before Mass 

 
 

Upcoming Potluck dates, in addition to Jan. 19th: Feb. 16th, March 15th, April 19th. 

  



PARISH SYSTEMS

Consistency in information systems around the archdiocese makes it easier for the 
archdiocese to provide checks and balances. It also allows pastors who may move 
from one parish to another or pastors who oversee more than one parish to work 
with the same systems and reports. The archdiocese provides support for systems 
across all parishes and schools for accounting, human resources management, tuition 
management, student management, student inquiry and parishioner management. 
The archdiocese employs five individuals who focus on parish and school financial and operations management. These individuals help 
locations with accounting, budgeting, internal controls, operations analysis, etc.
The archdiocese endorses and supports several programs used throughout the parishes and schools which allow locations to collect  
funds electronically.
Utilizing a hotline platform developed by EthicsPoint (www.archbalt.org, then click on Ethics Hotline at the top of the page), employees, 
volunteers, parishioners, vendors and other interested parties are able to report concerns about suspected financial, professional and personal 
misconduct, and if they choose, to do so anonymously.

The Archdiocese of Baltimore strives to 
ensure good stewardship of the funds en-
trusted to its parishes, schools and cen-
tral services. From the point of collection, 
through accounting systems, and to the 
groups that help advise pastors, princi-
pals and archdiocesan leaders on how to 
allocate funds, many people are involved 
in ensuring oversight of donations that 
help support the church’s mission and 
ministries.

BY CHRISTOPHER GUNTY
editor@CatholicReview.org
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COLLECTIONS AND COUNTING

When you drop a check or cash in the collection basket, what happens next? Archdiocesan policies require that ushers place the receipts in 
tamper-evident bags, two people  place the sealed bags into a drop-safe where they are kept until opened, counted and deposited. 
According to the policy, each parish should have four counting teams, consisting of at least three individuals (all unrelated), and the teams 
should be rotated weekly. 
Funds should be transported to the bank by at least two unrelated people using a locked bank bag or tamper-
evident bag containing the funds, deposit slips and adding machine tapes.
At the archdiocesan level, gifts to the Annual Appeal for Catholic Ministries, for example, are processed in a 
secure-access counting room at the Catholic Center. Gifts mailed directly to the Appeal Post Office lock box 
at M&T Bank are deposited and recorded electronically by M&T Bank personnel and reconciled each business 
day by the AOB Development team.
Electronic giving to parishes and the archdiocese also helps to ensure the integrity of the donation’s receipt.

F I N A N C I A L

Transparency
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AUDITING
The archdiocese performs internal audits on the internal controls of parishes and schools on a rotational basis. The results of each 
audit are provided to the pastor and/or principal, pastoral council and/or school board chairperson as well as the finance committee 
chairperson and corporators. 
The Archdiocesan Audit Committee, comprised mostly of lay people with financial or business expertise, 
reviews the following at its meetings throughout the year: annual audited financial statements and 
management letter; annual budget and budget vs. actual results; quarterly financial statements; 
parish and school annual operating results; internal audit results; archdiocesan high school financials; 
and risk and legal exposure.
The Archdiocesan Central Services Annual Audited Financial Statements are posted online each year.
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ALLOCATIONS
In addition to required oversight boards (see below) on matters of general business consideration, 
Archbishop William E. Lori has established the Allocations Oversight Committee, also comprised 
of lay people, to ensure that the annual appeal proceeds are used consistent with campaign 
case statements, that is, that the funds are used for the intended purposes. Additionally, the 
Allocation Oversight Committee reviews the reasonableness of the costs of administrating the 
annual campaign.
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Sources: Archdiocese of Baltimore Department of Management Services, Annual Appeal for Catholic Ministries, Voice of the Faithful

OVERSIGHT
Every diocese in the world is required to have a finance council. In the Archdiocese of Baltimore, the Board of Financial 

Administration (BOFA) is that body. BOFA is made up of Lay professionals in the fields of accounting, investments, education, 

engineers, legal and insurance. Subcommittees help the Archbishop in areas of certain expertise including: Audit Committee, 

Investment Committee and Building and Real Estate Committee. This board serves as a “check and balance” to ensure 

appropriate fiscal practices by the archbishop and the diocese.

BOFA and the College of Consultors (a body of priests required in each diocese) review and approve 

the annual financial statements audited by Grant Thornton, LLP, as well as the annual Central 

Services budget. The archbishop must seek BOFA’s advice on alienation of property or debt of 

$250,000 or less and must receive consent from a majority of BOFA members on alienation of 

property or debt greater than $250,000. 

Voice of the Faithful, an independent lay group that advocates for church accountability and 

transparency, has consistently rated the Archdiocese of Baltimore among the top tier of dioceses 

on the basis of its criteria. In 2019, VOTF ranked the archdiocese in the top 12, with a 94 percent rating.

The investment committee regularly reviews the investments (at almost every meeting) to ensure the archdiocese is in 

compliance with the USCCB Socially Responsible Investing guidelines. Adjustments must be made periodically when concerns 

arise about certain corporate practices.

5



RIGHT TO LIFE   

 Advent is a wonderful 

time to start a new prayer 

routine in honor of 

Christ!  There's an abor-

tion facility in Hager-

stown at 160 W. Wash-

ington St., Suite 100, just 

3 doors from St. Mary 

Church, and there's a se-

rious need for us to be there praying for a change of 

mind of those entering.  Prayerful presence at the 

site is very powerful, as was shown during the 40 

Days for Life!  Our prayerful presence helps to save 

innocent pre-born children's lives. Our prayers can 

also save their mothers from a lifetime of regret.  In 

November alone, there were 60 possible abortions at 

this facility - that's 60 children's lives 

lost.  Volunteers are needed 2 days each 

week:  Every Tuesday from about 9 - 11 AM, 

and Every Thursday from about 8 to 11 

AM.  Note that this is a change in their schedule 

which occurred during the 40 Days for Life cam-

paign, and is likely due to the large presence of peo-

ple praying on the sidewalk, especially on Satur-

days.  So, they are currently open every Tuesday 

and every Thursday.  If you can’t be there for the 

full time, please come for whatever you can.  Call 

Janet at 240-420-0440 if you have questions.   

http://www.chart.state.md.us
mailto:lbrowns@saintmarysonline.org
http://stmarycatholicschool.org/admissions/financing-education/
http://stmarycatholicschool.org/admissions/financing-education/

